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THE RISKS & REWARDS OF FLIGHT
BY ALF BROOKS ©2003

In our age of the dominance of technology
we have become accustomed to success and
unaccustomed to failure.  As a result, when

the shuttle Columbia blazed across the sky as it
attempted to return to
Earth on February 1,
breaking up and causing
the death of the crew of
seven astronauts, we
watched on our TV screens,
with fascination and
sadness, the pictures of the
tragedy.  We tend to forget
that pioneering endeavours
have great risk, and that
while we can celebrate the
achievements we must also
be prepared to mourn the
losses that have happened,
that will continue to
happen, that in their own
way contribute to the
successes.

The USA space program, we then
remember, has experienced previous
deaths of astronauts; I am sure we all
remember the Challenger exploding
during its launch in January, 1986, with
the deaths of its seven astronauts.  And
on January 27, 1967, three astronauts
died in their capsule as the result of a
launch pad fire during a test for the
upcoming first Apollo flight.
“Gus” Grissom, who was
scheduled to command
that flight, and who died
with Edward White and
Roger Chaffee, probably
said it as well as anyone years
before his death:
“If we die, we want people
to accept it. We’re in a risky
business, and we hope that
if anything happens to us it
will not delay the program.
The conquest of space is
worth the risk of life.”

NASA and the USA
government agencies
involved are presently
investigating the Columbia
tragedy, are looking at the
balance between
achievements and failures.
They will consider that in
only 113 shuttle missions two spacecraft have
exploded, two crews have died.  Is the risk too
great?  Do these statistics compel an end to the
program?  Will there be a long delay as they make
the technology safer (remember, there was a long

period of no launches after the Challenger
explosion)?  Grissom’s quote should remind those
who are in charge that the risk is always there.

The risk has always been there. Do you
remember the legend of
Daedalus? This Greek
craftsman was said to have
built the Labyrinth for
Minos of Crete. In order to
escape from Crete he made
wings for himself and his
son, Icarus, in order to fly
to Sicily. Icarus disobeyed his
father’s instructions and
flew too close to the Sun, the
heat melted the wax holding
the wings together and he
fell into the sea and was
drowned. Daedalus, on the
other hand, did not fly too
high, and arrived safely at his
destination.

An airmail stamp of Greece, Scott
#C24, (Fig. 2) issued in 1935, pictures
Daedalus preparing Icarus for his flight:

And in the same year Canada also
issued an airmail stamp based on the
legend, #C5, (Fig. 3) Daedalus in flight.

Otto Lilienthal (1848-1896), a
German, broke the ‘respectability
barrier’ in the quest of heavier-than-air
flight. Before his efforts building a

heavier-than-air craft was
widely considered to be the
province of dreamers and
fools; his efforts convinced
many that it seemed possible
to fly.  Over a span of five
years Lilienthal produced
eighteen different glider
models.  He is credited for
his serious study of lift, for
trying to understand the
characteristics of the fluid of
air, and for his methods of
controlling the many gliders
he built and flew.  Each was
a hang glider, powered only
by the momentum of being
launched from a slope or a
height.  Lilienthal is the
source of two quotes about
inventing airplanes: “To
invent an airplane is
nothing. To build one is

something. But to fly is everything.” And: “Sacrifices
must be made.” He died August 10, 1896 from
injuries sustained two days earlier in a crash of
one of his hang gliders (Fig. 4).

continued on page x
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Travel
Agent

     Forbes
  Sharpe

Member WPS 275-2864

P.O. Box 21090, RPO Charleswood, Winnipeg, MB  R3R 3R2
Tel/Fax (204) 831-8588

Pack Rat
Hobbies &
Collectibles

316-B Des Meurons St.
(Between Goulet & Marion)

Winnipeg, MB R2H 2N5

•••
Call Alex (204) 231–1122

•••
Stamps & Supplies

Buy • Sell • Trade • Consignments

WANTED

•  Old Asian Covers  •
Quality Faulty Stamps &

Stamps applied to album pages
Call: Hassan @ 589-2319
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SPOT THE VARIETY 12

BRAZIL

· Issued on August 1, 1843, in a set of three stamps, 30,
60 and 90 reis.
· Their issue gives Brazil the distinction of being the second
country to issue adhesive postage stamps (New York (1842)
and Zürich (1843) were not national issues).
· The law in Brazil did not allow the stamp to picture
Pedro II, the emperor.
· Quantities issued: 30 reis: 1 148 994; 60 reis: 1 502 142;
90 reis: 349 182.  In 1846, 446 711 stamps of the set were
destroyed.
· Commonly called “Bull’s-eyes,” the design was taken from
a Brazilian bank note of 1842.

#1'S · Many stamps when used were placed on the flaps of
envelopes and were often destroyed when the envelopes were
opened, thus contributing to the rarity of those that survived.
· Approximate price for a 30 reis stamp today: mint:
$2,000; used: $300 (US).

Attention all you flyspeckers!! Get your magnifying glasses out and compare the two stamp images above.
Find eight different changes on the right stamp compared to the left. Good Luck!!
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THE RISKS & REWARDS OF FLIGHT
continued  from page 1

He is commemorated by a
German airmail stamp of 1934,
Michel #538.

Two brothers, Orville and
Wilbur Wright, are credited
with the first successful heavier-
than-air flight.  They were
familiar with Lilienthal’s efforts
and had read his Practical Experiments for the Development of Human
Flight.  They were able to build their first successful airplane based
upon principles of flight described by Lilienthal and were able to
develop a source of power.  In December,
1903, at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, they
were ready to conquer the air. Their first
attempt, on December 14, with Wilbur as
pilot (decided by a coin toss), was
unsuccessful and resulted only in delay as
they repaired the damage done.  On
December 17 it was Orville’s turn to take
the controls and make the first controlled,
heavier-than-air flight – 12 seconds in
duration, 120 feet in length. They made
three more flights that day, the longest being Wilbur’s 852 feet in 59
seconds.  In the following years they improved their first machine,
but again there was loss of life.  In 1908 an airplane carrying Orville
and a passenger, a US Army officer, crashed: Orville was seriously
injured, the officer was killed.

There have been many postage stamps celebrating these first
flights; the US Postal Service issued the pair shown here:

It has been calculated that when you fly
in a modern jetliner your chances of dying
are about one in seven million.  Good
odds?  Whether you agree or not, the
calculation is made using statistics of
crashes, since the early 1950’s when the
first commercial jetliners began carrying
passengers.  There have been crashes of
various models over the years, but many
of those crashes contributed to the
present odds, for investigators found
causes related to structures and
manufacturers modified
designs.
Our most common
jetliners of today have
excellent safety records;
pictured is one of them,
the Boeing 747 (and the

stamp is reproduced on a hanger
door at a Boeing plant in Everett,
Washington – 5 156 square feet).
Aerophilately and Astrophilately
are two very popular topics for stamp collectors.
The following are only a few of the many stamps
that could be in a collection. The USSR had
the first satellite, Sputnik 1, October 4, 1957, the

day when the modern space age began. And the USSR had the first
astronaut, Yuri Gagarin, April 12, 1961, Vostok 1.

These firsts by the USSR caused a
degree of panic in the USA, but their
space programs met the challenge with
a number of programs

The Mercury program began with
a brief sub-orbital flight on May 5,
1961, carrying Alan Shepard. Grissom
was in the second Mercury flight, then
John Glenn was the first American to
orbit the Earth, with three orbits on
February 20, 1962. Gemini followed.

Next came Apollo, with the
challenge of landing a man on the
moon  (Where were you on July 20,

1969? I
r e m e m b e r
where I was
that evening

when “One small step…”
occurred – in a campground on
Prince Edward Island).

More recently the USPS
issued a block of four celebrating
more-recent space achieve-
ments.

Canada has also contributed
to the success of the space race
and has issued postage stamps
to mark significant occasions:

Alouette
II (#445) ;
celebrating
our first
astronaut,
Marc Garneau (#1046);

Astronauts’ achievements and Anik E2
satellite (#1441-42);
Canadarm (#1831c).

These are only a very few
of the many stamps that
have been issued.  If you
want to learn more about
this interesting area of collecting, a place to start is
to ask a young collector, many of them collect
space.  And be sure to look at http://
spacestamps.amhosting.com/, Space and
Astronomy Stamps; I am in

debt to this site for its detailed information.
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EDITOR NOTES...
For more than a year now citizens of a number of European nations have
been using the Euro and trying (?) to forget their old currencies.  In France
a recent consumer’s survey found that, while 69% still look for the price in
francs, 76% of those asked would be happy if double prices (francs and
euros) were eliminated.

One comment is that the new currency is in the pockets, but is it in the
heads?  Do consumers know prices of articles in euros?  For three items:
67% know the price of a baguette
76% know the price of a postage stamp (ordinary letter, I assume).
52% know the price of the daily newspaper.

For those of you who do the family shopping, do you think double
weights (pounds and kilos) are still necessary?  I am sure we all know what
–20°C and +20°C are without converting to Fahrenheit.

• • • • •

Congratulations to Robin Harris.  His web site, “Great Britain Machins” at
“http://www.adminware.ca/machin.htm”, won an award from the site of
Stamp2.com. Details on the Stamp2.com site tell us “…that two sites

deserve the Grand Prix d’Honneur award
[for 2002]. The authors of the sites have
shown excellence, dedication and hard
work in putting together content rich
websites that students of the subjects will
tremendously benefit.”

• • • • •

Looking to fill those album spaces?  If
you have been there before, you know
that a good place to be is the annual sale at the Winnipeg Art Gallery.  This
year it runs April 9-12.

• • • • •

It’s auction time again!  Saturday, March 15, at the Deaf Centre.  Another
chance to add to your collection, there are always new and different items
for sale.

• • • • •

BUFFALO CHIPS

To mark Philately Day and to show their pride in his accomplishment,
Israel, on December 11, 2001, issued a stamp to mark the selection of Ilan
Ramon as the first Israeli astronaut.  We know that
Ramon was one of the seven who died in the Colum-
bia on February 1.

• • • • •

Israel Post will honour Ilan Ramon with a stamp
bearing his likeness, but not until one year after his
death, in accordance with their policy.  The only
time that this policy has been ignored was when
Israel issued a stamp to honour Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin thirty days after his assassination in 1995.

• • • • •

Last month Great Britain issued
a series of stamps titled “Secret
of Life.”  The non-denominated
first class stamp, pictured here,
marks the fiftieth anniversary of
the discovery of the structure of
DNA, and the recent announce-
ment that the genes of humans
and apes are 95-98% identical.

• • • • •
 
Australia Post recently an-

nounced that they will discontinue the sale of Frama postage.  They have
issued a “Goodbye Frama” set, one of which is illustrated here.

• • • • •
Austria this year has issued a stamp honouring movie
director Billy Wilder, who died last year at 96.  Wilder
was born in Sucha (now part of Poland) in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, and came to Hollywood in the
1930’s to become one of its top directors. His 1959

comedy, Some Like It Hot, was
named the top comedy of the
century in a poll taken a few
years ago.

• • • • •

If you have been to London you
have likely ridden The Under-
ground, the Tube, a fast way to
get around the big city.  Did
you know there is another “un-
derground,” this one used for
mail?  It opened in 1927 and at
its peak served nine “stations,”
carrying mail from Paddington
in west London to Whitechapel
in the east.  Royal Mail is now
considering closing this unique railway, but is discussing with interested
parties any possibilities of using the trains, tracks and tunnels for other
purposes.
I am sure stamp collectors would pay to ride here.

• • • • •
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MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 06/03
BY J. LIPSEY

• Meeting called to order by Clark Grierson at 8.00 PM.

GUESTS AND VISITORS:
• Stu Scott, Trudy Farenhorst

NEW MEMBERS:
• Pieter Farenhorst

CORRESPONDENCE:
• None

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Robert Zacharias:  Exhibiting workshop will be held in this room of
Saturday, Feb. 15 at 1:30.  Bring the items you are planning to exhibit.

• The WPS large auction will be held on March 16, 2003 in this room.
Viewing begins at 1:30 and the auction at 2:00.

• The presentation at the next meeting will be Robin Harris on modern
Canadian varieties.

DRAW:
• Bob Stanley, Gloria Pappin, Ed Tellier,
Guenther Sickert

Meeting Adjourned  8:10 PM

MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 20/03
BY J. LIPSEY

• Meeting called to order by Clark Grierson at 8.00 PM.

GUESTS AND VISITORS:
• None

NEW MEMBERS:
• None

CORRESPONDENCE:
• There are two auction catalogues available for the taking.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• Moved by Alf Brooks and seconded by Gord Turnbull: That, to promote
the exchange of philatelic material among members, each member in good
standing of the WPS be permitted to place, twice a year, a brief “adlet” in
The Buffalo, offering to trade, buy or sell philatelic items.  Motion carried.

• Submit “adlets” to Alf and he will keep track of them by member and see
they get into The Buffalo.

• Robert Zacharias:  The next club auction will be held on Saturday, March
15, 2003 from 2:00 to 5:00 PM.

• New issues:  The Audubon birds issued Feb 21.

• WPS show meeting 1010 Sinclair, Thursday Feb. 27, at 7:00 PM.

DRAW:
• Don Fraser, Frank Epp, Gloria Pappin and Des Connor.

• Adjourned 8.10 PM

• Tonight’s presentation: Robin Harris: Modern Canadian Errors.



7 / March / The Buffalo

This #10-size envelope was mailed to a government department
in Thompson, Manitoba. The person who sent it obviously
intended to apply sufficient postage to cover the 48¢ domestic
rate. The self-adhesive coil stamp, however, was still affixed
to its original paper backing and therefore wouldn’t adhere to
the envelope. Imagine the frustration! The sender was most
likely unaware of the proper procedure, or possibly wished to
protest the absence of a traditional gummed back. In any case,
the solution was to criss-cross the troublesome stamp with
two pieces of glossy transparent tape, and send the envelope
on its way.

Somehow, this particular envelope came to the attention of
a postal worker. Perhaps the initial problem was that the sender
had neglected to specify a city in the address, although the rest
of the information including postal code was correct. Or maybe
the pieces of tape, which extend beyond the edges of the
envelope, were the first things to become apparent.

Two postal markings were placed on this envelope, both
hand stamped in red ink. One can be attributed to the Postage
Due Section of Canada Post Corporation on Graham Avenue
in Winnipeg. It proclaims an assessment in the amount of 96¢
(i.e., 48¢ x 2). The other marking is particularly interesting as
it provides an explanation, presumably to justify this seemingly
heartless decision. It states that a stamp is “void when coated,
covered, defaced, reused or taped over.” In this case, the stamp
was certainly taped over. Upon inspection, the paper strip
beneath the stamp may also have been noticed. Perhaps the
postal worker thought that this stamp had been cut from another

THINGS NOT TO DO TO A STAMP!
BY BOB ELIAS

envelope and reused, not realizing that it was an unused coil
stamp still attached to its original backing. The worker, like
the sender, may have been unfamiliar with modern coil stamps.
I know that this envelope, which lacks a return address and
date, did arrive at its destination in 2002. But was the postage
due paid?

Dear Phil,
Do you receive much mail for
Christmas?  Lots of Christmas
cards?  Hopefully not many
of those one or two page
letters that either boast about

family achievements or try to be cheery even in the face of a
year’s adversity?
I ask because I always looked forward to the cards we receive,
hoping for good stamps to add to my collection. But no longer.
Christmas mail is not what it used to be:
We do not receive as many cards as in past years; some people
I know have stopped sending them.
Too many definitive stamps, most of them self-adhesives –
nothing to collect there.
Sure, be bright and cheery for Christmas, but who needs red
envelopes?  Try soaking stamps off those!
Postmarks?  Where are the good ones? Where are the Christmas
slogans?

Worse than all of these are personalized stamps.  Who needs
pictures of cheery, “cute” grandchildren one has never met?
And doesn’t care to.

All of this sure takes the joy out of Christmas for this collector.
What can I do, if anything, to improve this terrible situation?

B. Humbug

Dear Mr. Humbug,
I suggest hibernation.
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BLANK ALBUM PAGES
8½" x 11"

ACID FREE • WHITE • 100 LB. STOCK
IDEAL FOR FREE HAND OR COMPUTER PRINTERS

100 PAGES FOR ONLY $10.50
TO ORDER CALL:

(204) 896-3800

WEB WORLD

I’m looking for any lunar new years
stamp on cover used.
If you have you can Email me at
twobyoung2@shaw.ca or call 667-
0063 and leave message.
Please include price you are asking for
covers
With thanks Lloyd Young

• • • • •

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

IN THE

WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Name_______________________________________

Address______________________________________

City_________________________________________

Province___________Postal Code_________________

Phone_______________________________________

Collecting  Interests______________________________

__________________________________________________

_______   Regular @ $20.00

_______   Junior/Senior/Spouse @ $15.00

(add a one-time $2.00 admission fee)

If you have a friend, acquaintance or family member who

would like to join our club, please pass this application on

to them. We will supply you with a replacement Buffalo


